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Countdown to Open the Garden Gates
“It’s probably time to start paying attention to what’s 
taking place near Dagsboro. In fact, it’s probably past 
that time, because the freight train that is Delaware 
Botanic Gardens at Pepper Creek is already rolling 
down the proverbial track. And it is only picking up 
steam now. The Delaware Botanic Garden is going to 
be a really big deal.”
— DARIN J. MCCANN, EXECUTIVE EDITOR, COASTAL POINT , 

SEPTEMBER 14, 2018
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FROM THE BOARD 
PRESIDENT & THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
As DBG entered 2018, it had been 
six years since the organization had 
received its IRS nonprofit status. It 

would be three years since our first major foundation grant — $750,000 
from Longwood Foundation in December 2015. Just two years since our 
Official Ground Breaking in December 2016. One year since the first 
phase planting of the Piet Oudolf Meadow. The speed of events and 
the achievement of these major milestones required us as individuals 
and as an organization to pause and consider how and when we would 
complete the vision and make a public garden in Sussex County a reality.

If 2017 was DBG’s emergence from a farm field to a developing garden, 
2018 needed to be the year DBG transitioned from an aspiring project 
to a real destination on the cusp of “Opening the Garden Gates.” 
Difficult choices and important decisions had to be made; financial 
resources had to be raised. Throughout this process DBG has remained 
a volunteer-directed and volunteer-driven organization. The level of 
commitment and dedication demonstrated by our volunteer Board and 
our Futures Committee enabled us to clearly identify the goals and 
vision for the future of DBG. Throughout this important buildout process, 
the volunteer Garden Stewards have enabled the garden to continue to 
flourish. These combined efforts have empowered the DBG organization 
to new levels of achievement.

Throughout the project’s seven year history, the DBG mission 
and DBG values have kept us grounded and focused. This 2018 
Annual Report highlights the key accomplishments of the entire 
DBG community — our Board, Advisory Council, Volunteer 
Garden Stewards, staff, and Business partners and donors. 
These outcomes exemplify their collective commitment to create 
inspiring, educational and naturally sustainable gardens that 
engage our community and which envision its future.

As we move toward the 2019 Grand Opening, we do so with a 
clear sense of what still must be accomplished before September 
2019. For those of you who have been with us from the very 
beginning, we thank you for your continued persistence; for those 
who have joined the DBG journey, we thank you for the new 

energy and ideas you have added; and for those of you who are just 
learning about DBG, we invite you to get on board and help us.

“Open the Garden Gates.” It is never too late! 
Raymond J. Sander Sheryl J. Swed
President Executive Director

All photos courtesy of Ray Bojarski

OUR MISSION is 
to create a world-
class, inspirational, 
educational, and 
sustainable public 
botanic garden in 
southern Delaware 
for the benefit and 
enjoyment of all.

OUR VISION is for 
beautiful, engaging 
gardens that inspire  
and educate.

OUR VALUES 
encompass inspirational 
gardens, environmental 
stewardship, community 
focus, education and 
research, organizational 
transparency, financial 
responsibility, and 
civility and respect.
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2018 was a milestone year with the completion of 
three major DBG gardens and building of a rustic, 
inviting Welcome Center. Although we know a 
garden is always a work in progress and is never truly 
“completed”, more than 200 community volunteers, 
staff members, and supporting business partners 
worked diligently to accomplish this first phase of the 
DBG Master Plan. 

•  Piet Oudolf Meadow Garden: the jewel of DBG’s 
crown: a two-acre all-season “infinity” garden 
comprised of 85% native Delaware coastal and 
15% pollinator-compatible perennials and grasses. 
In early spring, 17,000 plants were planted by 
DBG’s volunteer Garden Stewards, and by June 30, 
over 70,000 plants were installed. 

•  Dogfish Head Learning Garden: comprised of a 
Wetland Outdoor Classroom, a created wetland for 
“hands on” student study and scientific analysis, 
and three “Inland Dunes” that surround the wetland 
to recreate a virtually extinct riverine habitat once 
found in forests along the Nanticoke River. Dogfish 
Head’s Beer and Benevolence Program1 made this 
critical educational venue possible. 

•  Folly Garden: a unique coastal garden built on the 
site of the former 20th Century farmhouse at the east 
edge of the Woodlands. Spring 2018 brought 25,000 
bulbs to life in and around the original foundation. 
Visitors commented that they find the “restful” Folly 
provides a sense of place that characterizes early 
Delaware Shore farmhouse gardens. 

•  Woodland Garden: DBG’s intrinsic natural wonder, 
a 12-acre riparian forest with freshwater wetlands, 
provides habitat for diverse coastal creatures and 
ecologically connects the DBG upland garden 
habitats to 1,000 feet of riverine shoreline along 
Pepper Creek. In 2018, the Woodland Garden was 
tailored into a destination by adding 1.8-miles of 
ADA-compliant natural woodland trails leading to 
the shoreline and several large iconic birds’ nests 
that mimic nature and support public events. 

•  Welcome Center: Depicting a 20’ x 30’ cedar potting 
shed from days gone by, the Welcome Center 
edges the woodland on the west and will support 
visitor entry and sale of garden collectibles. On 
June 28, the Delaware Community Foundation 
(DCF) Senior Vice President, Bill Allan, presented a 
check for $25,000 to help build the new Welcome 
Center. Construction was completed by November 
with ADA-compliant ramps and outdoor decks.

Inspiring  the public with forward-looking gardens  
of beauty, culture, and coastal character

“We have been part of this project when the 
garden first acquired the land from Sussex 
County Land Trust. It’s exciting to witness the 
gardens evolve from the earlier renderings to 
now having thousands of plants in the ground.” 
— BILL ALLAN, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, DELAWARE  

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
1Sam and Mariah Calagione; Mark Carter, Dogfish Head Craft Brewery

Restored wetlands in the Dogfish Head Learning Garden
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In June, Girl Scout Troop 20566 from York, PA raised 
their own money, bought 500 plants including four 
Redbud trees, drove to DBG, and planted a new 
woodlands edge garden, which we now call the “Girl 
Scout Garden.” Special thanks to Troop Leaders 
Wendy Brister and Marie Moore. The smiles, laughter 
and hard work of these Girl Scouts brought a youthful 
spirit to DBG. Girl Scout Catarina Brigham observed, 

“This is such a pretty and calming place,  
I like the gardens.”

Sussex Central High School (SCHS) science 
students conducted a biological study on the 
Dogfish Learning Garden’s newly created Wetlands 
Outdoor Classroom. Students divided up into three 
groups: one studied native plants and prepared 
a guide of 30 wetland species; one took water 
samples for analysis from the Wetlands Outdoor 
Classroom; and one took soil samples throughout 
the gardens. Student Ashleigh Steel walked in the 
cool woodlands saying, 

“I like the variety of environments within the 
gardens. There is something for everybody.” 

Twenty-five Longwood Gardens Interns, along  
with DBG volunteers, weeded the Meadow Garden 
and transferred plants from the temporary nursery  
to the lower section of the meadow. Longwood 
Garden’s Director of Domestic and International 
programs, Dr. Brian W. Trader, thanked DBG for 
engaging the students. 

And 2018 was a year that initiated DBG partnerships 
with academia and the National Estuary Program. 
Karen Steenhoudt, a Landscape Architecture 
graduate student at Temple University, worked 
with Gregg Tepper on her “Capstone Project”2 to 
collaborate with DBG and the Center for the Inland 
Bays (CIB) on the restoration of DBG’s eroding 
Pepper Creek shoreline. The project proposes using 
Living Shoreline techniques that promote natural, 
sustainable solutions to reduce erosion, increase 
bank sedimentation, regrow buffer vegetation, and 
stabilize the riverine coastline. Application was 
made to DNREC for project funding and technical 
support. Completion of Karen’s Living Shoreline 
Conceptual Design was expected in spring 2019, 
with Final Design and implementation in the 2019-
2020 timeframe. The DBG Living Shoreline will serve 
as a future demonstration site for knowledge transfer 
of natural shoreline stabilization solutions versus the 
more commonly used “hard-armored” tactics such 
as bulkheads and rock walls.

Educating  by example and transferring knowledge  
to our community

2  Capstone Restoration Design Project: a Temple University-required 
graduate-level research and design project with internship in 
ecological restoration

Sussex Central High School students visit the Dogfish Head 
Learning Garden.
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DBG’s commitment to sustainability has as its 
charge the protection of the environmentally 
endangered waters of Pepper Creek and Inland Bays 
Watershed. This commitment can be seen in both  
its implementation of its Master Plan design and 
use of Integrated Pest/Vegetation Management 
(IPM/IVM) practices. 

Design-wise, 2018 saw the creation of new habitat 
transition zones at the Woodland edge (the Girl 
Scout Garden), the Inland Dunes that surround 
the Wetland Outdoor Classroom, and the Piney 
Neck Street Tree Project. In early 2018, Delaware 
Forest Service’s Urban & Community Forestry Grant 
Program awarded DBG a $5,000 grant to purchase 
and plant street trees along the Piney Neck Road 
entrance area. By September 2018, 270 deciduous 
and evergreen native trees were purchased and 
planted along Piney Neck Road by the DBG 
volunteers. DBG staff tunneled a watering system to 
the trees, and staked the young trees to prevent our 
Nor’easter winds from interfering with their health. 

Protective benefits of DBG’s design implemented in 
2018 include the following:

•  The transitional edge gardens provide connections 
for fauna and flora propagation, protection, and 
communication. 

•  The Inland Dunes encourage the movement of 
stormwater into the created wetland, where non-
point source pollution filtration occurs. 

•  Street trees provide privacy to the garden’s 
adjacent neighborhood, and more importantly, 
reduce stormwater runoff, filter road pollutants and 
excess yard nutrients, and sequester excess carbon 
from the air. 

DBG implements both IVM and IPM approaches to 
control pests, invasives, and disease. This involves 
close monitoring of plants and trees as they arrive at 
the gardens and as they grow, using the least toxic 
method of controlling pests/disease (i.e. no non-
natural pesticides or herbicides), and using disease-
resistant native plants in planting designs that 
reduce the viability of unwanted species. The Piet 
Oudolf Meadow Garden is designed using a “matrix 
gardening” approach that 
uses native plants situated 
in patterns to provide 
resistance to destructive 
pests and diseases. This 
garden is self-sustaining 
in that 1) the native and 
pollinator-compatible 
plants themselves attract 
desired birds, bees, 
butterflies, and other natural pest predators; and 
2) they are situated in a design that supports 
neighboring plant nourishment and protection.3

To achieve this goal, DBG staff and Garden 
Stewards performed manual removal of all weeds, 
non-native species, and pest control throughout 
the gardens in 2018. Staff performed localized weed 
control using torches along the stone pathways. 
In August, volunteers and staff “raised the roof” on 
two hoop houses sponsored by East Coast Garden 
Center and board member Brent Baker. Hoop 
houses provide a place to nurture new DBG arrivals 
for early control of disease and invaders if present. 
DBG maintains an annual IVM contract with 
Envirotech for invasives control along the shoreline 
and stormwater management basins.

Sustaining  our coastal environment using 
protective practices

3 thepaintboxgarden.com; gardenista.com/posts/10-garden-ideas-to-steal-from-superstar-dutch-designer-piet-oudolf/

Planting Forest Service Street Trees
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Engaging  the community to build and run 
a garden enterprise

Whether it be planting over 70,000 meadow 
perennials and grasses; baring the roots of over  
300 trees and shrubs; digging holes for over 25,000 
Folly Garden bulbs; weeding, mulching, watering, 
debris maintenance (4,672 hours), the DBG 
volunteer Garden Stewards logged 7,685 total hours 
in 2018 with perseverance, drive, and commitment. 

Board Vice President 
Carol McCloud and 
Director of Horticulture 
Gregg Tepper led  
170 active volunteers for 
112 working days. That 
many hours and days 
mean that it does take a 
village… and many 
individuals, communities, 
businesses, and 
organizations... dedicated 
to the single purpose of 
making DBG a much-

needed, successful botanic garden enterprise. Piet 
Oudolf paid tribute to the DBG volunteers saying 
that one of the key reasons he decided to create the 
meadow was because of its hard working volunteers. 

“I want to know that if I create something, 
there will be people after I leave who are going 
to keep it alive. I have never seen such a group 
of dedicated people before. These are skilled 
people who know what they are doing.”

In-kind service from the DBG local business 
community is another critical success factor to the 
opening of the DBG gates. That in-kind support 

brought much-needed electricity to the DBG site. 
DBG thanks Delaware Electric Coop’s President Bill 
Andrew, Nickle Electrical’s owner Steve Dignan and 
Board member Peter Carter, who enabled DBG to 
finally plug into the grid. In May, the noise of the 
portable gas electric generators finally fell silent— 
DBG had electric power at last! 

DBG also welcomed in-kind support from the 
award-winning SEA Studio Architects in Bethany 
Beach for Welcome Center interior design 
recommendations. Scott and Jen Edmonston 
have received awards for environmentally friendly, 
sustainable and cost effective buildings throughout 
Delaware and in the Mid-Atlantic. The DBG 
Welcome Center exemplifies those same principles.

In 2018, our Sussex County legislators and 
councilmen engaged their colleagues to support 
DBG operations. The Delaware State Legislature 
passed the “Bond Bill” which included $100,000 
for DBG. Sussex County Council funded a $3000 
sponsorship from their grant funding. DBG truly 
appreciates the efforts by State Senator Gerald 
Hocker, Representative Ron 
Gray, Speaker of the House 
Peter Schwartzkopf, and the 
Sussex County Council to 
make this possible.

“We started to build a 
garden and at the same 
time we built a family of 
volunteers, supporters and 
friends. We treasure our 
DBG Family.”
—RAYMOND J. SANDER, DBG PRESIDENT

Piet Oudolf presentation at Inn 
at Montchanin

Volunteer Liz Lear
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2018 programs, projects, and activities continued 
to demonstrate DBG’s commitment to creating 
inspiring, educational, and naturally sustainable 
gardens that engage our community. What was 
envisioned as “Phase 1” in the 2016 Master Plan4 is 
coming to fruition with the following 2018 elements:

• Piet Oudolf Meadow Garden

•  Dogfish Head Learning Garden with Wetland 
Outdoor Classroom

• ADA-Accessible Woodland Garden

• Folly Garden, a Delaware shore farmhouse garden

•  Collaboration with the Inland Bays National 
Estuary Program and the State for a 2019 Living 
Shoreline restoration along Pepper Creek

•  Infrastructure (Welcome Center, electricity, and 
garden pathways)

The above achievements, made possible by the 
support of a huge community of volunteers; 
the establishment of a multitude of business 
partnerships; and a small but truly dedicated staff, 
gave DBG significant advances in 2018. This year set 
the stage for the future: opening the gates in 2019; 
continuing the implementation of the well-designed 
Master Plan; and ensuring a legacy botanic garden 
in Southern Delaware.

Ryan Revel, Sussex Central High School 
biology teacher said of the gardens, “I think 
a lot of learning happened here today. 
I envision these students bringing their 
children here someday.”

Envisioning…readying the gardens for the future

4  Robinson, Anderson, Summers, Inc., Landscape Architects
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Ben Ackerley
Adelyn Aker
Ray Aker
Jeanette Akhter
Jim Alderman
Kathy Alderman
Catherine Amend
Dawn Anderson
Peter Anderson
Zach Anderson
Teri Antonini
Ken Arni
Lisa Arni
Cyndy Aviles
Luis Aviles
Joyce Bader
Brent Baker
Malinda Baker
Terri Barnes
Amy Barra
Mary Bartlett
Chris Bason
Ronald Bass
Karen Beck
Adam Becker
Jean Bell
Michael Bellaty
Samantha Benfield
Arlene Bentley-Graham
Katie Bielicki
Jerry Bilton
Amanda Binning
Carol Bishop
Frank Bizzoco
Sue Blackwood
Donna Blanck
Ginny Borodulia
Chantal Bouchard
Ramona Bourque
Denise Bradshaw

Lorraine Brattoli
Wendy Brister
Naomi Brooks
Tony Broomfield
Andrew Browning
Rosemary Budd
George Bullen
Donna Buono
Brittany Burslem
Marjorie Bushong
Cassie Camacho
Jane Carroll
Sam Cashdollar
Carol Cavanaugh
Ling-ling Chai
William Chamberlain
Marilyn Chaney

Elayne Chulis
Bob Clark
Nicholas Clark
R.Chris Clark
Sue Clark
Ruth Clausen
Joan Clow
Jeremy Cole
Bob Collins
Kathy Collins
Robert Collins
Nathaniel Colon
Jeff Conti
Sue Cooney
Kate Coppola
Amy Cornelius
Wesley Cornell
Douglas Croft
Laura Cruz
Sherry Curtin
Joe Cusumano
Lisa Daddona
Kimberly Dale
Sandra Daniels
Amber Davis
Barbara Deal
Bridget Dean
Linda DeFeo
Jeff Dennis
Peggy Dennis
Barbara Dewey
William Dietrich
Eileen Dillon
Jaime Doane
Bettina Donofrio
Ellen Dowling
Kathryn Downs
Patti Drago
Janet Draper
Patricia Dube

William Dube
Gail Dubowe
Don Duca
Karen Dudley
Judith Duffy
Janet Dunsmuir
Linda Dylla
Eileen Edelin
Austin Eischeid
Laura Ekasetya
Kay Ellis
Candice Evans
Nancy Evans
Phyllis Farreny
Christopher Fecko
Linda Federman
Lester Ferguson
Antoinette Filiaggi

Anne Carol Finley
Julie Fisher
Rick Fisher
Susan Fiske
Joan Flaherty
Maggie Flanagan
Lynda Flynn
Antoinette Foley
Jonathan Forte
Molly Forward
Nikki Foy
Alice Freund
Janis Gaddis
Richard Gardener
Carol Gentes
Howard Gerken
Sandy Gerken
Peter Giaquinto
Keith Gibilante
Stephen Goldman
Anthony Gonski
Mary Ellen Gonski
Eugene Gonzalez
Sarah Gordon
Patti Gottdiener
Cindy Goulder
Frances Grant-Suttie
Maureen Graves
Dawn Gray
David Green
Kathy Green
Mari Grehofsky
Terry Griswold
Trudy Guetler
Bob Gutowski
Carla Hackley
Jeremy Hager
Craig (Ruth) Haggerty
Mary Hall
Susan Hannan
Anne Hanzel
Elaina Hanzel
Laurie Hartnett
Jim Hartsig
Cornelius Hawk
Peggie Hawk
Julie Hawley
Margaret Heffernan
Karen Hinman
Virginia Hitz
William Hitz
Oksana Hoey
Angie Holleger
Dina Hollingsworth
Elizabeth Hollyfield
Mary Holsclaw
Tom Holsclaw
Mark Horne
Mary Horne
Fran Hostelley
Jackie Hostelley
Arlene Hubler
Larry Hubler
Dennis Huffman
Cindy Hull
Douglas Hunt
MaryCarol Hunter
Alicia Hutzelmann
Rick Hydeman
Jamie Idzi
Doug Isaac
Ellen Jacobson
Jake Jacobson
David Jayne
Karen Jayne
Laurie Johnson
Linda Jones
Mary Jones

Robert Katz
Arthur Kaufman
Emma Kelsey
Brenda Kerber
Margaret Kimmel
Bob King
Karen King
Kathy Kinsella
Charlene Kipila
Peggy Kircher
Peggy Kircher
Donald Klima
Sue Kohl
Walter Kohl
Madelyn Kowalewski
Maureen Kugler
Besty Kuharich
Lynn Le Brun
Margie Leachman
Nancy Leager
Liz Lear
Annamaria Leon
Kathy Lesperance
Daniel Levesque
Merrilee Levesque
Christina Lex
Nancy Liberatore
Melinda Linde
Al (Ernest) Lister
Vero Lopez
Don Louk
Susan Lyons
Janet MacDonald
April Mach
Claudine Maggio
Stephen Mahaney
Samantha Marcus
Peggy Mark
Nicki Marten
Vern Marten
Aimee Martin
Judy Martin
Lauren Martucci
Mary Matus
Vanessa Mayer
Joan McAleer
Michelle McClave
Carol McCloud
Patrick McGinty
Randy McGoldrick
Sandy McGoldrick
Andrew McGowan
Andy McGrellis
Diane McGrellis
Heather McLeod
Beverly McNabb
Bonnie McNamee
Phil McQuaid
Douglas Mearns
Frances Meehan
Janet Melton
Harry Merritt
Carol Mihalik
Bonnie Miller
Allison Milles
Beth Mills
Chris Mitchell
Mark Molter
Eva Monheim
Anne Monks
Christine Moore
Margaret Moore
Maureen Morano
Jean Morrison
Patricia Moyle
Donald Muller
Liane Murphy
Shelly Murray

Elizabeth Nalle
Amanda Netting
Patricia Niland
Amy Norgate
Kathy Nork
Karen Nowell
Eleanor O’Brien
Joseph O’Brien
Patricia Okin
Linda Olenick
Donald Ott
Hanna Packer
Edward Palmerino
Margaret Paquette
Joya Parsons
Erika Patterson
Judy Peterson
Randy Peterson
Elaine Petrowski
Judy Pfister
Chloe Phillip
Angela Phinney
Nancy Pilchen
Wallace Pill
Ann Piron
Steve Piron
Zach Pittinger
Patti Pleva
Terry Plummer
Janet Point
Steven Point
Jan-Marie Poli
Sharon Pope
Celeste Pounds
Sandy Powell
Tricia Precht
Whitney Price
Cheryl Quirk
Di Rafter
Kate Rappold
Bob Ravida
Margaret Ravida
Cynthia Recca
Cheryl Rehrig
Bebe Reines
Charles Reisdorf
Carol Revak
Becky Rice
Jane Rice
Kathryn Richards
Anthony Rinaudo
Elizabeth Rives
Richard Robbins
Kathy Robinson
Mary Rollefson
Andy Ross
Jan Rousse
Melanie Ruckle
Dave Rufft
Trixie Rufft
Chelsea Ruiz
Maureen Ryan
Dannielle Ryman
Al Salas
Ray Sander
Marie Sano Spess
Pauline Santorelli
Garland Saville
Sally Scarangella
Angela Schaab
Kurt Schaab
Jeanne Schick
Michelle Schmidt
Karen Schneiderman
Mathew Scire
Virginia Seaman
Jean Seawald
Anne Sharp

Dianne Shawley
Kathy Shelton
Christopher Sheridan
Anna Short
Ilene Silver
Meredith Simpson
Leslie Sinclair
Aubrey Smith
Judith Smith
Marianne Smith
Sheila Smith
Thomas Smith
Dina Smoot
Heather Spencer
Tony Spencer
Victoria Spice
Gretchen Spraul
David Stacey
Karen Steenhoudt
Denise Stock
Clay Stradley
Judy Stuhl
Bob Suter
Joan Sutty
Sheryl Swed
Pam Switzer
Paul Tartaglio
Selma Tepper
Richard Thomas
Gregg Thompson
Mardi Thompson
Margaret Tobin
Jeff Topley
Carlos Torres
Jeffrey Trunzo
Carl Tull
Matthew Turnbull
Alan Tuttle
Martha Van Artsdalen
Jane Van Remoortere
Kenly Velasquez
Joey Venezia
Pam Violetto
Marianne Walch
Paul Walter
Rick Washco
Cathy Watchorn
Grant Watchorn
Jason Webb
Stuart Weiner
Gwenn Wells
Walter Wesolowski
Paul Westervelt
Pamela White
Barb Whorton
John Wild
Gwynn Wilhelm
Donna Williams
Jessica Williamson
Donna Wisniewski
Robert Wisniewski
Larry Woda
Margaret Woda
Lea Wolf
Tobias Wolf
Debbie Woods
Bonnie Wright
Christina Wright
Dave Wright
Lia Xhilone
Anderson Yes
Bill Yonkers
Katie Young
Megan Young
Pandora Young
Joe Zaia
Zaheer Zarhat
Elaine Zavaleta

garden stewards
As reported in Volgistics for 2018

DBG volunteers plant 1824 blueberry bushes



9

Programs & Events
Special Events 
•  DBG Sip & Saunter Garden Party / Piet Oudolf 

Annual Visit, May 4, 2018

•  DBG Annual Dinner Party at the Meadows Garden, 
September 6, 2018

Educational Activities
•  Sussex Central High School – IB Science Class 

(5/31/2018)
• Girl Scout Troop #20566, York, PA (6/18-19/2018)
•  University of Delaware Landscape Architecture 

Students( Bridge Project) (8/24/2018)
•  Macro Special Interest Group for Coastal Camera 

Club (8/09/2018)
•  OSHER LifeLong Learning Class (UD) 

(10/06/2018; 10/17/2018)
•  Meadow Garden Learning Day (for Docents; 

10/12/2018)

Private Tours
•  Delaware Center of Horticulture & Urban Forester 

(2/28/2018, 6/18/2018)
• Pennsylvania Horticulture Society (5/10/2018)
•  Rehoboth Beach Village Improvement Association 

(5/23/2018)
• Coastal Camera Club (6/12/2018;9/21/2018)
• Garden Club of Millsboro (8/10/2018)
• Adkins Arboretum, Ridgely, MD (8/21/2018)
• Crystal Trust (8/21/2018)
• Sussex County Master Gardeners (9/11/2018)
• Delaware Invasive Species Council (9/13/2018)
• The Ridings Garden Club (9/17/2018)
• Barefoot Gardeners Club (10/15/2018)
• Osher LifeLong Learning (UD)/Tour (10/17/2018)
• Delaware Federation of Garden Clubs (11/14/2018)

Presentations
•  Landscape Design Symposium at Connecticut 

College Arboretum (1/18/2018)
• Chevy Chase Club (2/04/2018)
• Worcester County Garden Club (2/12/2018)
• Cokesbury Garden Club (2/28/2018; 3/13/2018)
• Philadelphia Flower Show (3/12/2018)
• Lancaster Garden Club (3/13/2018)
• Tanger Outlets (3/14/2018)
• Garden Club of Wilmington (4/02/2018)
• Plantation Lakes (4/09/2018)
• Lower Shore Land Trust (4/11/2018)
• Delaware Native Plant Society (4/14/18)
• Delaware Hospitality Expo (4/17/2018)
•  Kendal at Longwood (4/23/2018)
•  Sussex Economic and Development Action 

Committee (SEDAC) (4/27/2018)
• Delaware Community Foundation (5/04/2018)
• Millersville Native Plant Conference (6/09/2018)
• Lewes In Bloom (6/12/2018)
•  Americana Bayside Community, Fenwick Island, 

DE (7/12/2018)
• Cullowhee Native Plant Conference, (7/18/2018)
• Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland (9/18/2018)
• Plantation Lakes Garden Club (10/03/2018)
• Horticultural Society of Maryland (10/09/2018)
• Merriweather Garden Center (10/13/2018)
• West Chester Garden Club (10/16/2018
• Salt Air Gardeners (10/19/2018)
•  Delaware Invasive Species Council Annual 

Meeting (10/30/2018)
•  Garden Club of Chevy Chase & the Perennial 

Garden Club (11/13/2018)
• Sussex Gardeners Club (11/15/2018)
•  Delaware Valley Hosta Society (11/17/2018)

Exhibits and Community Service
•  Jayne’s Reliable Peace, Love and Earth Day 

(4/21/2018)
•  Center for the Inland Bays (CIB) Native Plant Sale 

(5/05//2018)
•  Bear Trap Dunes Community Volunteer Day 

(6/21/2018)
• Longwood Garden Interns (6/21/2018)
• Winterthur Volunteers (6/23/2018)
• Beach to Bay Cottage Tour (7/2018)
•  Camp Rehoboth Volunteer Days (7/11/2018; 

11/14/2018)
• Rehoboth Beach Farmers Market (7/17/2018)
• Dagsboro Night Out (8/07/2018)
• CIB Decked Out 2018 Silent Auction
•  Center for the Inland Bays (CIB) Volunteer Day 

(10/25/2018)
• Easter Seals “Walk with Me” (11/21/2018)

Tent at 2018 Dinner Party fundraiser 
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FOUNDATION/STATE GIVING 

$100,000 to $249,999
Crystal Trust
State of Delaware
Ellice & Rose McDonald   
 Foundation, Inc.
Welfare Foundation, Inc.

$99,999 and below
Crestlea Foundation
Delaware Community Foundation
Fair Play Foundation
Garbutt Family Charitable Trust
Greater Lewes Foundation
Henry A. Strohminger Family  
 Foundation
Kimberly-Clark Foundation
Marmot Foundation
Pennoni Family Foundation
Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust
Sussex County Land Trust
Wakefield Family Fund

CORPORATE GIVING

$10,000 and above
Dogfish Head Companies
Nickle Electrical Companies

$1,000 to $9,999
Accent on Travel
Apple, Inc.
Atlantic Bodywork Center
Babikow Greenhouses
Banks Wine & Spirits
Coastal Tented Events
Delaware Federation of Garden  
 Clubs 
Gateway Garden Center
Jayne’s Reliable
Jefferson, Urian, Doane &   
 Sterner, PA
New Moon Nursery
North Creek Nurseries
Serendipity Quilt Shop

$500 to $999
Atlantic Community Thrift Shop
Bank of Delmarva
Companion Plantings
Dagsboro Paint & Wallpaper
Indigenous Ingenuities
Northeast Seafood Kitchen
Raymond F. Book & 
 Associates, PA
Southern Sussex Rotary Club
Tanger Properties, LP

$499 and below
Bowman’s Hill Wildflower 
Preserve Association
Browseabout Books
Coastal Gardeners
Delaware Invasive Species  
 Council, Inc.
Delmarva Environmental, Inc.
Envirotech Environmental   
 Consulting

Garden Design Magazine
Lord Baltimore Lions   
 Charities, Inc.
Madash, LLC
Network for Good
Village Improvement   
 Association of Rehoboth

INDIVIDUAL GIVING

$50,000 and above
Ronald Bass & George Robbins
Sheryl Swed & Ray Sander

$10,000 to $49,999
Brent & Malinda Baker
John & Kelly Shone

$5,000 to $9,999
Julia & Nick Kypreos
Douglas Mearns
LeDee & David Wakefield

$1,000 to $4,999
Junis Adkins
Ted & Monica Banks
Ray Bojarski & Diann Corsnitz
Peter Carter
Pamela Chappell
Faith Denault
Henry & Marcia Dewitt
Deborah & Steven Dignan
Iona & Ed Dougherty
Heidi & Kevin Gilmore
Nancy Hoffman
Barbara & Howard Katz
Ferenc Kiss
Katherine & Mark Kulchock
Missy & Dan Lickle
Bryce Lingo
Wilson Mann
John G. McCarthy 
Peter D. Maller
Carol McCloud
Elizabeth McCoy
Sallie & Arthur Melvin
Jean Morrison & Greg Knott
Joseph O’Brien
Steve & Valerie Parsons
Barbara Peters
Margaret & Robert Ravida
Jane Rice
Steve & Anne Ritchey
Patricia Robinson
Rodney & Sue Robinson
Ruth Rogers Clausen
Pauline & Thomas Rondeau
Susan & David Ryan
Greg & Karen Sawka
Nelson Shaffer
Joan Sharp
Robert & Betty Shellenbarger
Joyce Smirk
Tommy & Marianne Smith
Margaretta Stabler
David & Carolyn Swayze
Jane van Remoortere
Michael Wenk

Charles & Bonnie Zonko

$500 to $999
Christine & Scott Anderson
Ken & Lisa Arni
Chris & Carole Baker
Dan Barbato
Tom & Carol Bason
Eric & Denise Beam
Jane Blue & Louisa Watrel
Malinda & Norton Boothe
Lawrence & Margaret Brain
Phillip Cheung
R. Chris Clark
Donald Dillon
Sharon & Paul Dillon
Patti Drago & Rich Weissmann
Patricia & Terry Drizd
Karen Dudley
Maureen Eisenhart
Teresa English
Jane & Paul Galvin
Susan & Brad Gardner
Craig & Pete Haggerty
Bob Heffernan & 
 Marylinda Maddi
George & Mary Hessler
Daniel & Martha Hickman
Sen. Gerald & Mrs. Emily Hocker
Robert & Oksana Hoey
Alva & Bob Hutchison
Jay & Barbara Lerch
Carol Levin
Douglas & Brenda Maas
Diane Maddex
Janet & Ray McCabe
Carol Mihalik
Eleanor O’Brien
Brad & Patty Okin
William O’Neill
Duane Salenger
Sharon & Bruce Schoonover
Holly & Osamu Shimizu
Steven & Susan Soulas
Karen Steenhoudt
Douglas & Cynthia Tallamy
Carolyn Wakefield
Grant & Cathy Watchorn

$100 to $499
Justin & Lorna Abernathy
Margaret Alexander
Michael & Barbara Alushin
Susan Ball
Margaret Barrett
Robert & Kris Batley
Mark & Mel Baunchalk
Doreen Bender
David & Mary Bernheisel
Dennis Blankowitsch
Ginny Borodulia
Paul & Jean Boswell
Sally Boswell
Alex & Stephanie Brown
Mark Brown
Mark & Pam Browne

Lewis & Patti Brumberg
Ann Byrd
Andrea Caggiano
Cynthia Campbell
Rosemary Campbell
Nancy Carey
Judith Carpenter
Mark Carter
Elizabeth Clark
Sue & Robert Clark
Susan & Steven Coates
Joe & Joann Conaway
Jeffrey Conti
Brad Cowen
Kathy Davison & Ruth Dickerson
Judith & Fred Dayhoff
W. James & Mary L. Downs
Eugene Duffy & 
 Carole Yannarell-Duffy
Lorraine Easton
Richard & Dorothy Eiserman
Candice Evans
Nora Evans
William & Dayna Feher
Joan Flaherty
Lorraine Fleming
Charles Flocco
Nancy Frederick
Melvin Goldberg
Andrew & Lois Golian
Sarah Graham
Francis Grant-Suttie
David & Kathy Green
Julia Guth
Jennifer Hagy
Rosemary Hardiman
Suzanne Harper
Sarah Harrison
Christine Hastings
Janet Hess
Cynthia Hewitt
Richard & Diane Huff
Amy Hughes
Barbara & Gary Jayne
Katherine Johnson
Rosemary & Tom Kistenmacher
Gloria Knittle
Thomas & Deborah Koerner
Angela Lancaster
Martha Last
Lizbeth Lear
Michael LeCompte
James & Carol Lee
Joseph & Marilyn Leo
Melinda & Eric Linde
Sheila & Earl Lindveit
Carl & Pat Long
Shadi & Maureen Makarechi
David & Margaret McBride
Craig & Suzie McElroy
Thomas & Pippa McPhillips
Carla Moose
Virginia Moushegian
Frances Neeley
Barbara Passikoff & Sandra Pace

funds raised
The following donors made gifts from January 1 through December 31, 2018, through Annual Giving, Capital Campaign, In Kind 
Giving, and Matching Gifts/Sponsorships from Special Events. 

The Delaware Botanic Gardens strives to insure all names and giving levels are correct. If you believe there is an error, please 
contact the DBG at your convenience. 
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P.E. Patterson
Catherine Perge
Judy Pfister
Janice Pinto & Lori Swift
Sandra & Jack Powell
Samuel Profeta
Chris & Leanne Prosser
Kristine Qualls
John Reamy
Natalie Reatig
Cheryl Rehrig
Ryan & Gary Revel
Mary Ellen Rogers
Jane Rubini
Maureen Ryan
Raymond & Kate Sander
Christy Sander & 
 David van de Graff
Roy & Claire Schrumpf
Edward Schumacher & 
 Frank Dorn
Regina & Max Sewald
Thomas & Judith Sharp
Moira Sheridan
Karen Shupe & Norman Bowles
Sandra Skidmore
Joan Smith
Carole Somers
Gretchen Spraul
Raymond & Cheryl Stancill
Anne Steckel
Grace Stocker
Steve & Ariane Sumption
Gregg Tepper
Ginna Tiernan
Jeff Topley & Julie Buric
Pat McCrea Torelli
Carl & Beverley Tull
Karen Wagner
John Warren
Kenneth Watkins
Kay Webster
Ellen Wilkinson
Alison Willocks & 
 Elizabeth Rives
Lynn Wilson
Cam & Kathy Yorkston
Marian Young
Teresa Zatcoff

$99 and below
Scott Adamson
Adelyn Aker
Jean & Jan Anthony
Sylvia Arthur
Ann Baker
Alex Belano
Jerry & Michel Bilton
John Boggan & Daniel Speck
Barbara Bozak
Stuart & Ruth Brahs
Donna Buono
Vicki Carmean
William & Roberta Carroll
Ann Case
Roberta Cavagnaro
Ernest Cavallo
Jane Charters
Lon & Joan Chow
Carmen & Edward Cook
George Coscia
Bob & Ruth Davis
Linda Defeo
Janet Denman
William & Anne Dietrich
Tina & Peter Donofrio
Kathryn Downs
Eugenia Athan Dugdale
Nancy Eash
Sue Eberhart
Elizabeth Edgeworth
David Ehrhart
Barbara Epke & Gordon Nahas
MaryAnn Etu
Valerie Fagin
Christopher Fecko
Kathleen Garrity
Susan Giusto
Robert & Carolyn Goodfellow
Herman Goodyear & Jeff Trunzo
Carolyn Green
Theresa Griswold
Anne Groo
Ralph Hackett
Lou & Judy Hagen
Elizabeth & Pierre Hansot
Mark Harris
Frances Hart

Ann Hauser
Maurice Heartfield
Fran Henry & Walter Korzec
Elaine Henze
Neal Hobbs & John Borgheri
Pat & Carl Honecker
Frank Hopkins
Karen Hudson
Michael Hunter
Carolyn & Lawrence Hush
George Johnson
Aran Kathiru
Joanne Kempton
Margaret Kimmel
Morley Knoll
Polly Lehtonen
Ron & Dee Lewis
Ernest Lister
Andrew Livingston
David Ludlow
Ann Ludwig
Janet Mackey
Laura Martin & 
 Steve Zimmerman
Nancy Martus
Joan McAleer
Kathleen & Preston McCain
Mary McClelland
Beverly & Gene McNabb
Louis & Janet Melton
Dawn Melvin
Bethanne & Mark Mills
James Moore
Maureen Morano
Beverly Morgan
Jeanne Mueller
Sarah Munroe
Karen Nowell
Francis O’Brien
Stephen Palmer
Mary & Gregg Pelowski
Russel & Jane Perkins
Joseph & Elaine Petrowski
Michael Phinney
Patricia & Robert Pilkington
Isabel Pizzolato
Karen & Charlie Plis
Arnold Podgorsky

Iris Prager
Elizabeth Price
Thomas Price
Thomas Protack
Cheryl Quirk
Kathleen Rappold
Haddon & Helen Reines
Mary Riddleberger
Jacqueline Giambanco   
 Rifenbergh
E. Anne Riley
Stephen & Jill Roberts
Judith Rodriguez
Lucien Rossignol
Wilson Rumble
Susan Saunter
Lisa Searles
Kelly Sheridan & Debra Quinton
Jill Simeral
Ron Simpson
Marianne Smith
Shelagh Smith
Susan Somers
Andy Staton
Wilmetta Stevens
Jill Stokes
Janet Stoy
Richard Sulkovsky
Drenning Sweigart
Selma Tepper
Cathy & Edward Tessein
Mardi Thompson
Mary Tipping
Baldwin & Sarah Tuttle
Lois Twilley
Dean Uhler
Marianne Walch
Judy Walter & Donald Klima
Polly Welch
Gwenn & Jim Wells
Barbara Whorton
Justin & Jane Wickens
David Williams
Martha & Steven Yates
Susan Yerg
William Yonkers
Audrey & Bruce Young
Patricia Young

The true value of the DBG 37-acre site is not reflected in the in-kind income. The land was last valued at $1.2 million  
and the Sussex County Land Trust leases it to DBG for $1 per year for 99 years, renewable twice.

DBG CAPITAL AND OPERATING INCOME
2018 Income Total $1,087,277 

(including $1,450 investment loss)

DBG CAPITAL AND OPERATING EXPENSES
2018 Expenditures Total $901,700

Membership Dues
$19,220

Management and 
General $48,685 Fundraising

$65,082

Grants
$535,000Annual Giving

$194,110

Events Fundraising
$194,347

Garden
$149,897

Infrastructure
$638,036

In-Kind Contributions
$146,050



PO Box 1390
Ocean View, DE 19970
delawaregardens.org
302-321-9061

2018 Board of Directors
Raymond J. Sander, President
Carol McCloud, Vice-President
Janet Meenehan Point, Secretary 
 (though May 2018)
Brent Baker, Secretary
Richard W. Weissmann, Treasurer 
 (through March 2018) 
Grant Watchorn, Treasurer 
Sheryl J. Swed, Executive Director
Gregg Tepper, Director of Horticulture
Tom Bason
Ronald Bass
Robert Batley
Peter E. Carter
Ruth Rogers Clausen
David Doane

2018 Advisory Council
Carla Markell, Chair
Sally Boswell
Ronnie Burkle
Henry DeWitt
Shawn Garvin
Barbara Katz
Huge Leahy
Diane Maddex
Collin O’Mara
Donald A. Rakow
Michael Riska
Rodney Robinson
Susan Ryan
Nelson J. Shaffer
Holly Shimizu
David Small
Doug Tallamy
LeDee Wakefield
Claudia West
Michael Zajic

Staff and Advisors
Sheryl J. Swed,* Executive Director
Gregg Tepper, Director of Horticulture 
Sam Cashdollar, Grounds & Facilities Manager
Heather Spenser, Horticulturalist 
Cameron Yorkston, Development Consultant
Sally Boswell, Development Consultant
Kelly Sheridan, Donor & Member Manager
Carol McCloud,* Volunteer & Docent Coordinator /  
 Speaker’s Bureau and Tour Director
Janet Meenehan Point,* Volunteer Coordinator  
 (through May 2018)
Brent Baker,* Communications Advisor
Carol Bason,* Research & Development Advisor
Tom Bason,* Online Relations Advisor, Webmaster
Ray Bojarski,* Visual Media Advisor, Photographer  
 and Drone Operator
Patti Drago,* Business Advisor 
Heidi J. A. Gilmore, Legal Advisor

* Indicates volunteer position

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED  
AT THE GARDEN GATES…

· Become a member 

·  Volunteer in the gardens 
as a Garden Steward, 
Welcome Center docent, or 
in an administrative role

·  Learn about naming rights 
opportunities in memory of 
or in tribute to a loved one

·  Introduce a friend to the 
Garden

The creation of the Delaware 
Botanic Gardens is a 
community endeavor which 
has involved hundreds of 
dedicated Delawareans and 
scores of generous regional 
and local businesses.

— SHERYL J. SWED,  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

2019 Update
DBG Board
Katherine Johnson
 Treasurer
Jeremy Hager 
Scott Thomas

DBG Advisory Council 
Mark Carter
David Doane
Lillian Harrison


